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The Importance of Studying History and Course Reflection
i.) The Importance of Studying History
Like any other course, the study of history is very important. Unlike other courses, history is the study of the past. Even though some of the events that we study in history happened a very long time ago, they have a lot of influence on today’s world. The past causes the present. History helps us understand the importance of different individuals, key historical events, and certain forces in historical development. History also helps us understand people and societies better. It gives us a deeper understanding of how different groups, societies, and countries developed, and this helps provide identity. Also, it provides many examples of how different successful people responded to moral dilemmas and this contributes to our moral understanding. History also teaches other important values such as mercy. For example, Cyrus the Great was a merciful leader who built the Persian Empire. Finally, well-told history is beautiful. It, therefore, gives a beautiful and exciting perspective on human life and the society as a whole. As such, it is important to study history. 
ii.) Course Reflection
[bookmark: _GoBack]First and foremost, I have gained much knowledge not only about past events but also the roles that they played and continue to play in shaping the present and the future. Learning about the choices of different people or groups and their consequences has helped me understand morals better. The course has also improved my understanding of the work of historians. Previously, I used to see historians as a group that does not serve useful purposes to improve the society. However, I have come to understand that the work of historians is useful but quite complex. One of their roles is to identify and assess relevant evidence to paint accurate pictures of the past. In addition, they can be involved in research and teaching activities which contribute to the society positively. Also, seeing how historians work with historical sources has improved my ability to work with and critically analyze such sources. This skill is also very helpful in understanding the information that I encounter in my day-to-day activities. My attitude towards history has also changed during the course. Besides appreciating historical as an art and as a source of entertainment, I have also begun appreciating its importance in today’s world. As a subject, it is an important source of knowledge, skills, and values. I have also noted several changes in myself as a writer and a historian during the course. For example, my ability to organize events in a logical way has improved greatly. Also, reading many historical stories has enabled me to learn how to use accurate and credible information to tell stories. Finally, I feel that the quality of the work that I have done in the course is satisfactory. 
